
that the stunning natural views of Old Mission 
Peninsula are not affected.

•	 Ceased application of chemical fertilizers 10 
years ago.

Contact: Marie-Chantal Dalese
231-223-4110 | mcdalese@chateauchantal.com

City of Frankenmuth’s Fish Passage project 
reconnects	the	fish	of	Saginaw	Bay	to	more	than	

73	miles	of	historically	significant	spawning	areas.	
While	the	focus	was	on	fish	passage,	the	project	also	
maximized	opportunities	to	benefit	Frankenmuth’s	
local	economy	–	keeping	the	river	profile	as	it	is	
today,	adding	opportunities	for	recreation	and	
sustaining the tourism industry and employment 
center through eco-tourism.

Best	practices:
•	 Instead	of	just	repairing	the	dam	for	$350,000,	

the	City	chose	to	“think	big”	and	invest	in	a	$3.5	
million	project	to	restore	the	fish	passage,	while	
providing	kayaking	and	canoeing	opportunities.

•	 Fund	development	for	the	project	resulted	from	
a	collaboration	between	the	City,	the	Downtown	
Development	Authority,	local	businesses,	
organizations and foundations – a true 
community effort!

•	 The project utilized a natural resource as 
placemaking	in	an	urban	setting	and	connected	a	
variety of recreational opportunities by expanding 
the	project’s	original	scope.

•	 Planned for interpretation and educational 
opportunities	to	help	“tell	the	story”	of	the	natural	
and cultural resources.

Contact:	Sheila	Stamiris
989-652-9901	|	sstamiris@frankenmuthcity.com

The West Michigan Shoreline Regional 
Development Commission is the regional planning 

and development agency for 120 local governments 
in	Lake,	Mason,	Muskegon,	Newaygo	and	Oceana	
counties.	WMSRDC	was	the	lead	agency	in	program	
development,	grant	acquisition	and	monitoring	for	
the	EPA’s	delisting	of	White	Lake	as	a	“Great	Lakes	
Area	of	Concern”	in	2014	and	the	expected	delisting	
of	Muskegon	Lake.	WMSRDC	improved	27	shoreline	
acres and 38 wetland acres winding through public 

Chateau Chantal has	installed	a	148.5	kW	solar	
array that will offset approximately 40% of their 

energy	needs.	The	array’s	annual	production	of	
172,351	kW	is	equivalent	to	saving	CO2 emissions 
from the electricity use of 18.2 homes for one year. 
This is the largest solar install at a Michigan winery. 
All	aspects	of	the	project	are	based	in	Michigan,	
including	the	manufacturer,	Harvest	Energy	Solutions	
in	Jackson,	that	was	responsible	for	the	design,	
installation	and	rack	system.	

Best	Practices
•	 The stationary solar array is positioned so 

2016 Pure Award Winner
The Grand Haven Salmon Festival has been 
certified	as	a	zero-waste-to-landfill	event	for	three	

years,	largely	due	to	composting	practices	and	
reducing	waste	by	thousands	of	pounds.	Working	
with	an	area	company,	Chef	Container,	festival	
organizers were able to process the compostable 
products and food waste into soil to be used by 
local	landscaping	companies.	For	2015,	96%	of	the	
festival’s	waste	was	composted	or	recycled	leaving	
approximately 40lbs of trash which was sent to a 
waste-to-energy incinerator.

Best	practices:
•	 Using	all	natural,	bio	based,	compostable	

products	(cups,	plates,	napkins,	utensils,	etc.)
•	 Working	with	an	area	composter	pre-	and	post-

event.
•	 Educating visitors on the importance and 

viability	of	composting,	recycling	and	reducing	
waste.

•	 Maintaining	third	party	zero-waste-to-landfill	
certification.

 Contact: Marci Cisneros
 616-842-4499 | mcisneros@visitgrandhaven.com
 www.ghsalmonfest.com

Pure Award Finalists (4)



parks,	private	lands	and	along	the	Lakeshore	Trail	
Bike	Path.	They	are	also	the	lead	agency	in	the	
development	of	the	Lake	Michigan	Water	Trail	–	
West,	extending	along	105	miles	of	Lake	Michigan	
shoreline.

Best	Practices:
•	 Multi-county collaboration to allow preservation 

and connectivity of recreational resources
•	 Received	$14	million	in	federal	funds.	 

Contact:	Erin	Kuhn,	Executive	Director	WMSRDC
231-722-7878

Great Lakes Endurance creates running and 
snowshoeing race endurance events that are 

environmentally responsible and intentionally 
showcase world-class Michigan destinations. In 
addition to creating great events that bring national 
and	international	attention	to	the	state’s	natural	
resources and increase nature-based tourism 
in	Michigan,	GLE	has	also	won	accolades	for	its	
commitment to environmental stewardship. In 
addition,	Runner’s World named them one of the 
“Top	10	Green	Race	Events	in	North	America”	
and Trail Runner Magazine awarded them with 
its	inaugural	“Sprout	Award	as	the	Greenest	Race	
Director	in	North	America.”

Best	practices:
•	 Serving	locally	sourced	and	organic	food	after	

events.
•	 Marking	courses	with	reusable	flags.
•	 Using hybrid-electric busses to transport 

spectators.
•	 Donating proceeds to local environmental 

education efforts.
•	 Requiring	participants	to	carry	their	own	refillable	

water bottles.
•	 Providing interpretation at pre-event functions.
•	 Creating awards from recycled hardwood scraps.

Contact: Jeff Crumbaugh
715-701-0360	|	info@greatlakesendurance.com

The Inaugural Pure Award recognizes excellence in 
the	stewardship	of	Michigan’s	natural,	cultural	

and heritage resources.

As	identified	in	the	2012-2017	Michigan	Tourism	
Strategic	Plan,	it	is	the	tourism	industry’s	goal	to	be	

internationally recognized for stewardship of and 
rich	opportunities	to	experience	the	state’s	natural,	

cultural and heritage resources. 

It was with this in mind that the Pure Award was 
born.	In	its	inaugural	year,	a	call	for	nominations	was	
extended	and	five	recipients	are	being	recognized	for	

their	stewardship	through	innovation,	
investment and collaboration. 

The Pure Award was handcrafted by Josh Wojick, 
master glassblower and shop lead, and Andy Koupal, 
glassblower. Josh and Andy are two of several skilled 

artisans who create more than 10,000 pieces of 
historic and contemporary studio glass annually at 
the Glass Shop at The Henry Ford. Each year, the 

award will be a clear glass representation of the Pure 
Award winner’s commitment to Michigan’s natural, 

historic or cultural assets.

For	information	about	applying	for	next	year’s	
Pure	Award,	please	visit	

http://tourismplan.anr.msu.edu/ 
in the fall or contact 

Sarah	Nicholls	at	nicho210@msu.edu


